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Introduction: In view of the importance of knowledge and attention to the nature and type of
indicators of social and cultural sustainability of Tehran city in urban policy and planning by
the officials and trustees, this study, based on a hybrid conceptual framework, compiles and
prioritizes the indicators of the construct of social and cultural sustainability of Tehran city in
view of the role of Tehran City Council and Municipality.

Method: This research was conducted using a quantitative method (survey method with
questionnaire and a checklist of indicators) and exploratory and confirmatory factor analysis
and network analysis. In this method, the indicators were finalized after the initial list was
compiled, refined, validated, and weighted by 30 relevant experts selected based on purposive,
snowhball, and key person sampling strategies.

Findings: The priority of social sustainability indicators related to equity and justice, social
participation, social responsibility, sustainability of local communities, recognition of social
groups, preservation and improvement of urban nature, sustainability of population, and
reorganization of labor. In the dimension of cultural sustainability of Tehran city, the
indicators of cultural diversity, cultural participation, cultural equality, cultural identity,
cultural heritage, prosperity and realization, and innovation were ranked.

Conclusion: The results indicate that social and cultural sustainability is a totality which, on
the one hand, is fluid, dynamic and changing due to its dialectical logic and, therefore, no static
indicators can be given for it, and, on the other hand, its indicators cannot be derived from this
totality. In fact, all these components are not an isolated concept and independent of other
components, and all these components together form the totality of Tehran’s social and cultural
sustainability.

Cite this article: Habibpour Gatabi, K. (2022). Empirical formation of the indicators of social and cultural sustainability of
Tehran city. Community Development (Rural and Urban), 14(2), 371-394.
DOI: : https://doi.org/10.22059/jrd.2022.349186.668761

*Excerpted from a research project entitled “Explaining social and cultural sustainability and the role of urban management (city
council and municipality) promotion in Tehran”, funded by Tehran Urban Research & Planning Center.
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