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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to examine the impact of land tenure laws on the
emergence and design of informal settlements. After the 1979 Iranian Revolution,
laws were enacted that encouraged the spread of the informal land and housing
market by confiscating and expropriating some urban land and creating uncertainty
and ambiguity regarding ownership and legal title to waqgf (charitable trust or bequest
for the common good) land and wasteland. With the onset of the Iran-lraq war in
1980 and the need to resettle the displaced, this informal market continued to grow
under the influence of revolutionary slogans in support of the disadvantaged and
dispossessed, which were accompanied by legislative changes regarding land and
housing ownership. In the following decades, with the changes in economic policies
and the removal of low-income people from the urban planning system, as well as the
lack of access to housing for low-income groups, these informal settlements increased
to such an extent that in 2015 there were about 11 million people living in areas that
occupied 62 thousand hectares of land. This research was conducted using a
historical-adaptive methodology that presents a mixed empirical/secondary literature
review design comparing three settlements in Nasimshahr (Akbarabad), Shahrquds,
and Khak Sefid. The results show that these settlements were created due to the
demand for housing among the lower income strata of the population, taking
advantage of the uncertainties and ambiguities of land and property laws. Although
informal settlements allow their residents to benefit from the economic and social
advantages of informality in the beginning, as these settlements shift towards official
markets and as the pressure from new settlers increase the original settlers either lose
the benefits that living in the informal settlements bring to them or are prevented from
upgrading their neighborhoods by the new land and housing ownership laws.

Keywords: Informal Settlement, Construction and Formation, Land Ownership Laws,
Informal Land Market, Kinship, Nasimshahr (Akbarabad), Expropriation
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