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Abstract
Sustainable development is inextricably linked to the environment. One of the
prerequisites for sustainable development is the protection of the environment and
natural resources as the collective heritage of humanity. And to do so in such a way
that not only the needs of the present generation can be met, but also those of the next
generation. Climate change is one of the world’s biggest environmental problems.
These changes have many negative consequences for rural sustainability. In this
regard, it is necessary to analyze farmers’ experiences and understanding of rural
sustainability in the context of climate change in order to implement environmentally
sound policies. This study examines farmers’ understanding of rural sustainability,
focusing on past climate. To achieve this objective, villages in different regions in the
south, north, west and east of Isfahan province were selected for the study. This study
used the systematic grounded theory of Strauss and Corbin. Semi-structured interview
technique was also used for data collection. All interviews were transcribed, analyzed
and coded in three stages: open, axial and selective. The result was 29 concepts and
seven axial categories to create a paradigmatic model of self-determined and
sustainable past. From the farmers’ point of view, a regular agricultural calendar with
an appropriate geographic context and a safety net as a disturbance factor led to a
self-determined and sustainable past. The strategy of farmers was also an ecological
agriculture, which brought the consequences of self-sufficiency. Considering climate
change in rural development policies, strengthening safety nets, and creating a
business plan with the help of farmers can contribute to sustainable rural
development.
Keywords: Isfahan, Sustainability, Climate change, Self- reliant, Adaptation.
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1. International Panel on Climate Change (IPCC)

2. Anthropocentrism

3. Sustainable Development Solutions Network (SDSN)
4. Mitigation
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1. Brundtland
2. Rio Earth Summit
3. United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC)
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1. Asian Production Organization(APO)
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