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Abstract

The article aims to study neighborhood management in Turkey and Iran. The main focus is on
the most important characteristics of neighborhood management and its changes in Iran and
Turkey such as the relative continuity of neighborhood headman (MUHTAR) in Turkey and
the abolishment of the KADKODA in the late years of Qajar period and the establishment of
Tehran neighborhood council helper associations (SORA-YARI) in late 1990s in Iran.
Comparative method and descriptive techniques are used for the study. The data are gathered
from valid and reliable documents such as books, articles, official reports, legal documents and
official websites. The study findings show that neighborhood management in Turkey has more
democratic elements in comparison the similar system in Iran. Muhtar has close relation with
local people and there is more direct participation in neighborhood decision making. Muhtar is
elect by direct voting and there is no such role and voting in neighborhood council helper
association. Muhtar has an important role in neighborhood daily affairs and we can name him
neighborhood mayor. Neighborhood management in Turkey is enjoying legal support unlike
Shora-yari in Iran. The article suggests some reforms as establishment of neighborhood
municipality and the direct election of neighborhood mayors in Iranian cities..

Keywords: Neighborhood Management, Muhtar, Shora-yari, Neighborhood Municipality,
Turkey.
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