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Article Info ABSTRACT
Article type: In the village of Sular, there is an unwritten norm that prohibits the sale of land to non-natives.
Research Article This rule is rooted in a network of ethical and social beliefs, to the extent that many residents

regard land transactions as a form of “betrayal of the collective heritage.” The rule mentioned
above is not restricted to land ownership by non-indigenous individuals; it also encompasses
government ownership in development initiatives. What mechanisms have resulted in the
perpetuation of this rule? This is the most critical inquiry.

This investigation implements an exploratory, phenomenological case study approach. The
underlying social contexts and concealed functions of the rule were elucidated through semi-
structured interviews with 13 local actors, as well as field observation and informal
conversations.

The final analysis reveals that the prohibition of land sale is not a remnant of a static tradition,
but the result of a new configuration of ethical relationships, power dynamics, economic
pressures, and collective memory. In this regard, it may be considered a contemporary ethical
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2025 institution that has emerged as a result of local resistance to market forces. Contrary to initial
assumptions, this rule not only fosters solidarity but also, in certain instances, functions as an
instrument of domination.

The rule that forbids the sale of land to non-natives reflects the entanglement of collective

Keywords: conscience (Durkheim) and the embeddedness of the economy within the local community

Ban, Economic, Land, Social (Polanyi), yet it also serves as a tool of symbolic domination (Bourdieu). This regulation

Relations, Sular. serves as both a safeguard of the village’s collective identity and a point of conflict between

livelihood, ethics, and power..
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