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Article Info ABSTRACT
Article type: Urbanizing peripheries present a multifaceted challenge of spatial exclusion, which is
Research Article influenced by individual responses and structural constraints. This paper investigates the

manner in which spatial exclusion is perceived and navigated by youth (18-35) in Pakdasht,
as well as its impact on their social pathways. Sixteen semi-structured interviews were

Avrticle history: conducted and analyzed thematically (Braun & Clarke). The framework is informed by

Received: 28 January 2025 Goffman’s stigma, Harvey’s spatial poverty, and theories of agency and social hope (Lueck,

Received in revised form: 14 Bryant, & Ellard). o _ .
May 2025 The results indicate that exclusion is exacerbated by urban poverty, informal migrant

Accepted: 04 June 2025 settlements, deviance labels, inadequate infrastructure, and place-based stigma. These

Published online: 06 July 2025 feelings of isolation and marginality are further exacerbated. However, the responses of
young people are diverse: some internalize this marginality, while others resist by
establishing new identities or remaining optimistic about their future success.

The research underscores the necessity of multi-level action to address spatial exclusion in
peri-urban fringes. This includes the development of inclusive urban-rural policies that
address the socio-economic and cultural realities of young people, the reduction of
despondency, and the enhancement of youth agency. These measures should reduce
structural gaps, fight stigma, and empower local communities in planning.

In conclusion, spatial exclusion in Pakdasht is not a static phenomenon; it is both

Keywords: reproduced through place-based inequalities and stigma and contested by youth resilience. It
Pakdasht, Spatial Exclusion, is essential to acknowledge the diverse strategies of young people, which range from
Spatial Stigma, Social surrender to resistance and hope, in order to develop more responsive rural-urban
Hope/Despair, Thematic development plans. This research contributes to peri-urban studies by demonstrating how
Analysis, Youth. marginal spaces influence and are influenced by the agency and aspirations of youth.
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